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In Aupust 1952, source determined that the contract for the construction of
Schorfheide airfield was given to the Bau Union firms in Leipzips, Brardenburg
and a third Bau Union firm nrobably that from Potsdam. The Soviet construciion
staff, which previously was in charre of the improvement of the canal near
Schoermwalde had moved to fchorfheide airfield. It consisted of about 10 Soviet
officers including eivilian engineers and L5 female members of the steff. Jhide:
this staff was surervising work on the canal, it recelved ifs orders dirsetly
from a Soviet construction headquariers on Ulbrichtstrasce in Leiprig, which -
was said to be under the comrand of a general. {1)

Between 11 August and 6 Sentember, source observed that the mumber of say frames
employed in Schorfheide lleath for the sawing of treecs cut in the arca had “een
increased from four to six, A total of 28 lov wosden buildings had been
constructed in foreet distriet No 126. The foviet construction ctaff uvsed zome
of these buildings. Frior to 6 Septomber, gravel, white broken stones and cencatb
were shipred to the construction sita, The loviet soldiers puarding the ar-a wore
insignia representing two crosred axes on their epanlets, An air force firct
sergeant, who wore light blue epaulets, was also seen there. Work on the
construction of ‘a railroad embankment had been started. From its width, sourse
deduced that a double track railroad line was to be constructed. The recruitin:
of additional labor continued. Wages of up to 2.20 eastmarks per hour in additio:
to special allowances were being vaid.

On 13 September, the cutting of trees in the area earmarked for Schorfheide ii ~f%eld
was esrentially comrleted. lhe removed tree stumps were shipped tc special dams
in forest districts 162 through 165 by means of a narrow-gavge field railrcad
track, Special Soviet excavating machinery was expected to zrrive, The main
drainage ditch was te be built to Lake Beber, Worlt on the construction of o

barbed wire fence, which was to swound the entire arsa, hzd been started. two -
narrow=gauge field railroad tracks were under construction in the area of
Schorfheide airfield. 4 total of h0 ¥m of narrow-gaure rails was required. Howwwwver,
the rails were in shert suorly, and also some of the locomotives requirecd were
still missing. Source overheard a conversation between a Soviet engineor and &
German, in which it was mentioned that two runways connected by tariways wews o
be built at the field.
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Lo In early September, the first barracle buildinge wer: under constr ‘ot'on
in forest district ilo 126. The main buildings will have three ctorics, the
others two storiec, Low wooden buil dings were under construction in fum £t
district Wo 175, 1QO buildinys measurced 70 x § meters and had 2 rooms e:
A parking lot for Soviet trucks wee observed in the eaet tion o7 fc

25¥X1 district Mo 125. Vehicles | iWere saen
A railroad track was under CONETTUCTION NGAT Vegelsang. Irom the fact tl
switeh was being installed near Berpluch, sourcc inferred that the 14
be joined to the Temrlin=fberswalde railroad line., s-~urce lemrmed Crom
ermmloyee of the constructica firm contracted for the conr“ruction of
railroad track that the vroject was to be completed by 1 iecember ai

4]

5., Tach of the werkers emrloyed on the conntruction of the field was issuec
srecial nass with a rhotorrach of the beaver., Civilian nolice bearing red
brassards inscribed DS continunu°]y checked there pasres, Two werks»s have
been arrestcd to date, up@cual cheek points had been set ur in the vieinity
of the cantonment. (3) The food issucd to the construction werters was gaod.
The engineer unit quartered near Lake Croscvacter did construction ant ]cv»l—

ing work at the field from 10 a.m. to & n.m. every day.

6. Construction work at the field was supervised by a Soviet construction staff
from Leinzip. It was quartered in the fencedein cantonment north of Cross
Doelln. The ranking officers were an air force colonel and an enrincer
licutenant coloael, ilost of the enpineers wore civilian cdothwe The starf
also included women. From a stamp secn in the labor passport of a worker, scar-ce
deduced that construction work at the Field was being donc by the Bzu Unior
in Brandenburg, The stamp read: "Dau Union izand(nbuwy VB, Produktlorvau-
teilung Tiefbau [I, Daustelle 101, Cross Doelln, A und 3." However, cther
Bau Union firme had also been contracted for tke rroject, In early Sevtonbior,
a total of 2,500 workers were employed on the project. THey were quartcred i3
temporary bulldlnae or the surrounding villages, They worked for 12 hourz o dav
and were given an averapge wape of 2.20 eastmerks per hour in additicn to epes
allowances, The project had been classified ss a lst priority rroject.

7. -Between 15 and 26 Scoptembor, source observed that of the 2,500 workers previon:ly
employed at the Schorfheice construction site 1,000 had left, presumably for
Rueren Island and Swinemuende. in excavating machine had also been sent wo Rie-en
Island, The workers were nromise” hirher wapes at their new nlace of empigymant,
Aecording to a foreman of the Baa Union, it was not quite certein, whethor the
Schorfheide construction ~r03nct would be conu*etedy The Soviet decision in “h:s
matter was not ernected belfore November, (L)

8, Work on the construction of drainac~e ditches was started in the eastern nortion
of the clearing in the wo~ds, Construction work on the barraclks buildiars in
forest district No 126 was aklnr rocd progress, A1l the buildings there wore o
be provided with basements. Work on the construction of four additional seni.
rermanent buildings was started in forest district No 175. The number of sow
frames available in forest district No 140 was brought to four. One or sevoral
workshops were scheduled for construction in a cleared site measuring 00 3
900 meters in forest district do 192, Arother £0 ¥ 100-meter shed for umachinue
and tools was to be built west of thcee workshops.

rt wnit

9. 1In late September, the Soviet motour trans

No 125 was equiped with about 65 trucks

25X1 r |only Germans were employed as drivore
’ vehicles. According to onc of tnen, the unit was staticned in .Leipzip.
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10. ‘Aecording to the manarer of the Baun Uniong 3,000 tone of cenment were vfﬂc:bho
to arrive ot the Vogelsansg railroad station. From there the cement was tec be
trucked to the construction site, The number of air force soldiers OLSQFVQQ at
the construction site increased to sbout 50, These soldiers were deily trueled
to the site frem direction of Vorelsang and arain leave in this direction in the
avening,

o During the last weck in Ceptamber, wnrkers from 20 to 25 vears old werc asbced
25X1 whether they would be willinr to join the Dienst fuer Deutcchland crganizatiom. -
However, only a few of them volunteered to do so.

12, After L September, the Vietmannsdorf-Cross Doelln arca was declared off limits
to civilians, .

13. Prior to 17 Sentember, surveying and Lhe cutling of trees abt Schorfheide airfield

was accelerated, Construection work was directed by the Underground Conetruciion
Lection 11 of the Bau Union firm in Brandenburg, aad construction engircer
Scheddin (fnu) supervised the work done at the field, (chediin had previoasly
sunervised construction womk on a canral bypase between Brieselang and tieders
neuendorf, Mew prouns of brickliayers continuously arrived at the field, heczuse -
the comnletion date for overground construction work was fived for 31 lecowher
1952 by the Russians, Source btelieved that this target date could not be 7et.

25X1 The permanent quarterins buildinge scheduled %o be erscted at the field wers
estimated to coct 2,6 million eastmarks,

4

1. On 22 Sentember, 11 bricklayers and six carrenters were transferred frorm the
conrtruction site at La%e Werbellin to the Vorelsany construction site.

25X1 | | Commente,
(1) netruction stafi mentioned is a construection battalion stationed at the - -+

25X1 Hindenturs Kaserne in Leinzig, The battalion,| fe nrobably
directlj asgipned to the air force construction headquarters in Werder.
(?) So far, construction work at the Schorfheide airfield rroceeded according to

schedule. For sketch of the low wo-don buildings erected in forest disiyio
25X1 2 sec n For leocation of thne forests distriets mentioned
25X1 For course of the railroad track, see Annex 2, IT ap care

improbable thal two runways are scheduled to be built; it is believed thal =
runway and narallel to it a taviway. lnhercon*ac,cd at their ends will be
constructed,

(3) It may be assumed that the civilian =olicc obrerved at the field, were crrarized:
by the Bau Union firm.

(L) The statement that 1,00C workers wer: detached to Ruegen island mey Le corract,
because large scale construction work is goiny on there, it is belicved that
the workers will ascemble in Swinemisnde before being shipoed to huegper Islend.
It remaine to Ve seen whether construction work at Schorfheide airfield will be
delayed by the Ruegen Island project,
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Low VWooden Buildings in Jagen 125

1. Motion niciure theater under conctruction

2a 12 tents for Russians

3, O store

&4, Consumers associatirrn shon

5, Construction staff

6, Russian enrineers with wives; conrtruction curerintendent (air force colon=ll

7, Garage with machines and trucks

25X1 . 8. DRuscian trucks

9. 16 tentes for Hussians
10, Workers
11. Vacant
'120 Brandenburg Bau union
13, Kitchen
1, HO store (brick buildine with cellzr)
15, Consumere association shop (brick buildin with cellar)
16, Barriers
17, Barbed wire fence

18. Under construction by Ruseians
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